LIFE INTHE TREETOPS

A One-Armed Veteran’s Curions Dwell- 1

inz-Place.
——— I

There are few persons who do not, at some |
time in their lives, build * castles in the air.”
It is not often, however. that they assume defi-
nite, material form and become an actual reali-
gation. A. B. Hayward, a maimed veteran of
the Iate war, is one of the few who have
achieved success in the building of air casties,
He has one up among the oak leavesand
branches where, for more than a year, he has
lived and moved, when not at his desk in the
Pension Ofice. This gueer habitation is one |
of the suburbin curiosities of Washington. It |
is situated at Mount Pieasaot, a mile north of |
the city boundary. Its eccupant is Known |
gbout town a5 *the man who lives in a tree.”

Mr. Hayward served three years in the 24
N. H., rising from the grade of private to that
of Firat Serceant.  His term of enlistinent ex-
pired in the latter part of May, 1864, when the
Armyv of the Potomac had its hands full of
business in thecampaign against Lee. While |
awaiting his formal muster-out his regiment, |
on the 3d of June, wentinto the battle of Cold
Harbor. .\Il!:-u:_‘-h his time had been out some
davs, he shonldered his musket and took his
place at the head of his company. A rebel bul- |
Jet found him and shattered his right arm.
Before night

TiIE SURGEONS SAWED IT OFF

near the shonlder. He has been for many years |
a clerk in the DIension Burean, and is faithfal |
and eilicient in the highest dezree—as good a |
clerk as he was a soldier. He has become ex- |

| ground.
| when the wind rocks me about I just

fitted, and pat down, and all my visilors seem,
to think it is exactly the right thing to cover
my floor.”

* How did you spend thelonzsevere Winter?”

*1 do not believe,” he replied, " that any per-
son in Washington was more eomfortable and
happy than I was. You see that little oil stove
therc? Well, that kept the Castle warm daor-
ing the coldest weather. When the snow lay
thick uwpon the ground and the wiud howicd
through the trees, swaying my cottage to and
fro, I was assnugr and warm as you can imagine.
Yes, I am rocked about considerably when the
wind is high—but I like it. It is some like be-
ing on a vessel at sea. Perhaps you bhave
neticed that this platform is not tastened to the
trees. It is bnilt clesely around them, bat is
sunported by large posts cxtending to the
So the Uastle is perfectly secure, and

LIE DOWN ANXD ENJOY IT.”
“Suppose one of your big trees should be

| blown down?”

“I confess that would be a calamitons thing
for Airy Castle,” he replied: * but these are

| pretty solid old trees, and 1 do not think any
| of them will go back on me.

The contingency
is s0 remote that I do not lie awake nights
worrving about it. I have never in my life
enjoyed such sonnd and thoroughly refreshing
sleep us I have here in these tree-tops.”

Every week during the Summer hundreds of
people go out from Washington to visit Airy
Castle. On Sundays, in particalar, the crowd
is so large that, hospitable as the old veteran is,
uot a fourth part of those who come can be
admitted up the stairway to the beautiful eyrie.
In fact, the large numbers of curilous strangers

{ are an annoyance, aud he has been compelled,

in sheer defense, to fortify his little domain by
s high picket fence. This he has jusi finished,
and his ground is protected from the encroach-
ments of the mulititude, Those count them-
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ecedingly skillful in the use of his left hand.
He writes neatly and rapidly. and manages to
do almost everything that other men do with
two arms, except to play baschall.

Two years age he conceived the idea of liv-
ing in a tree. He had grown weary of board-
inghouse life and the close. hot air of the city
in Summer. After skirmishing abount a little
hefound a place that seemed favorable for carry-
ing out his scheme, just outside the eity limits,
and half a mile from his present location. He
had no difficulty in securing from the owner of
the laud permission to occupy a little clump of
trees. An interview with a carpenter resulted
in the building of a platform among the
branches some 15 feet from the ground. On
this he pitched a good-sized * bell” tent and
lived for 3 year. He ascended and descended
by means of a ladder, which every night he

PULLED UP AFTER HIM.

e took his meals at a hoose near by, He was
delighted with the result of his novel experi-
ment. He found his life in the air so pleasant
and healthful that ho determined to enlarze
upon the plan. He bought four or five acres
of ground where he now is. It is thesideola
steep hill, studded with large oak trees, just
where a pretty street of Mount Pleasant loses
itself ounlside the villace limits. Here, in the
embracing arms of three or four great oaks, 35
feet from the gronnd, where the latter is Jlow-
est, looking from a distance like an overgrown
bird’s nest, is “Airy Castle.”

“Come right up!” cheerily called out the
Jord of the castle the other evening, to the
writer and o couple of lady friends, who had
gone out in response toan invilation to visit
him. We ascended by a long, steep, inclosed
stairway, and found ourselves on a firm, smooth
floor among the thick branches of the trees,
The air was [ragrant with the sweet breath of
Bpring. The buds bad just fairly burst into
fall folinge. The visitor, who but an hour be-
fore had left the busy ham of the great city,
could almost imagine himself transported to
fairyland. Mr. Hayward welcomed us cor-
dially and said :

“My dinner is just ready and I must ask
you to excuse me for a few moments. [ take
it for grauted that you have dined, or I wounld
ask you to join me. Make yourselves periectly
at home, within or without the Castle, and I
will soon be with you.”

With this he dodged down a little stairway
beside the trunk of a tree, like Santa Claus
down a chimney, into a big box that seemed to
be hung vnder the platform. This 18 his din-
ing-room and kitchen. At this establishment
he runs a complete commissary department of
his own. A colored boy, whose face shone like
a well-blacked boot, was bobbing around mak-
ing himsell geuerally useful. The clatter of
dishes and the odor of good coffee gave evi-
dence of activity below. We wandered about
the platform, which is 50 feet long and 30 feet
wide, with a high railing arcund the edge
and seats at frequent intervals., After taking
in the beautiful view of village, hill, and for-
est, we

ENTERED THE CASTLE.

It is octagonal in form, longer one way than
the other. Its extreme dimensions are 13 by 9
feet. The walls are of wood, uweatly and
strongly bailt, to the hight of four or five feet.
Frow this poiut risss a double roof of canvas,
securely fastened and firmly supported by poles.
The ridge-pole is 10 feet from the floor. The
interior is most charmingly cosy and attract-
ive. “Izn't this lovely 2" was the duet uttered
by the femivine voices as we entered, Twi-
light was fast settling down, and in the deep-
ening shadow of the thick boughs, above aud
around, it was already quite dark. A lamp
shone brightly upon the novel scene.

Everythivg within the Castle is in harmony
with the gencral air that pervades the place.
The walls are profusely adorned with pictures.
Cunningly-devised shelves and brackets here
and there contain many little articles of bric-
a-brac. A comfortable locking bed stretches
acruss one eud. Three or four unique chairs
and a hassock or two are dispos:d about the
roomw. Everything is arranged with the best

/ b G g \
o755

possible taste ; closets built into the wall give
ample space for clothing and all the odds und
ends which tidy housekeepers hide from sight.
Upon the small table is a register in which
visitors enter their names, A glance over its

well-filled pages showed that a large number of |

Congresswen, Government officials and promi-
neut citizens of Washington had called to enjoy
the hospitalities of Airy Castle. We were stiil
admiring the cozy dwelling when Mr. Hayward
eutered, bis right sleeve bhanging empty by his
side. His pleasant face beamed with smiles.
He seemed like ope who had just had a good
dinver and was at peace with all the world.
From the well-known character of most men
who choose these erralic modes of life. it might
be imagined that Mr. Hayward was something
of a * crank,” but any person who forms such
an opinion makes a mistake. He is one of the
most genial men in the world, and io every re-
spect a thorough gentleman.

He entertained us most pleasantly for half
an hour, teliing us, in reply to our qustions, all
about

HIS LIFE IN THE TRFEE-TOPS.

One of the ladies complimented him on his
earpet, which is made up of 20 different pat-
terus, of all shapes, figures and eolors, put to-
gether after the style of the modern * crazy
quilt.” It is grotesque enough, but very pretty,
and in perfect keeping with its surroundings.

“It is odd,” said he, “but everybody seews
to like my carpet. My getting such s one was
wholly accidental, too. 1 wanted one that
would be nice and good and not too expounsive,
and I took & notion to go to a carpet store and
get some remuants. I laid them togelher aud
they pleased my eye so much that I bought

| ¥enar.
| eomrades who take a great interest in the pros-
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selves fortunate who are invited to enter the
gates. He is setting out grapevines and says
he is going to havea vineyard. Just before we
left he invited us to visit
HIS DINING-ROOM,

which the ecolored boy had “put to rights™
after dinner. Descending the ladder-like stair-
way we found ourselves in a box about 10 feet
long by seven wide., Near the bottom of the
ladder is a large ruogged oak limb, which we
stooped low to pass under. One or two other
limbs ran through the box, none of them heing
cut or disturbed in any way. The place is
fitted up with all the aecessories of a well-ap-
pointed eulinary establishment, Everythingis
as neat as a pin. A spring near the footof a
tree supplies excellent water.

This is Airy Castle, and here, among the
leaves, healthy and contented, lives this one-
armed soldier. For pets he has a cage of squir-
rels, a pair of canaries, two peacocks, a turkey
gobbler and a deer. While he sleeps a great
shagzy dog keeps watech and ward on the plat-
form. The wild birds bnild their nests aronnd
him and waken him with their morning songs.
After breakfast a walk of half a mile takes him
to the street cars, and a ride of 20 minutes lands
him at the door of the Pengion Office.

e b
From a Comrade on the Pacific Coast.

To 7E EpiTtor: Our town may fairly be
called a suburb of San Francisco, for the dis-
tanve which separates us from the great me-
tropolis of the Pacific is so short that many
business men who have their office in the city
make Haywards or its vicinity their home and
place of residence. 1 will not go into cestacies
about the elimate, the scencry, the surround-
ings, ete., of this place, for these and similar
topies have been discossed more than- sufli-
ciently by newspaper correspondents and the
press of the coast generally. It is sutlicient to
state that our part of the country is an exceed-
inzly prosperons one, The soil is very rieh,
producing the greatest variety of fruit imagin-
ab.e, as well as the leading descriptions of
cereals, Abnndant, cheap and rapid transporta-
tion enable the farmer to dispose of his produce
withoutditlirnlty,and with comparatively little
expense, in San Franeisco. Among the popula-
tion there are gnite a number of old soldiers,
but hardivsatlicient as yet to justify the estab-
lishment of a G.A.R. Post. Most of them are
scaltered among the surrounding villages and
farms at more or less distances, and cannot al-
ways muke it convenient to attend to the moet-
ings with any thing like regularity. Some of
them are members of Posts in San Francisco,
of which there are at present six. Two of
them—Lincoln Post aud Gen, Thomas Post—
are in a very flourishing condition, their mem-
bership varving between 350 and 450 each,
They are, moreover, in possession of ample
mweans to provide for destitute comrades, We
have in this State a Veterams' Home, which isa
comparatively new institution, for it is hardly
two years since it was suiliciently well-organ-
ized to provide applicants with shelter and
foud. The building is located in the center of
the beautiful Napa Valley, which has by this
time acguired a world-wide reputation as the
most fertile and productive distriet for vine
culture. The ground was purchased with
money raised by the exertions and under the
auspices of members of the G.A.R., but it
proved to be here, as it is in other parts of the
world where charitable institutions were erect-
ed, a difficuit task to give satisfaction in regard
to ils management to all concerned ; or, at least,
to all of those who concern themselves in it
Things gosmoothly now, however, and the home
/18 in a fair way of becoming a sell-supporting
institution within the pear future.

When it iz considered that we live at a great
distance from the center of aclivily, commerce
and enterprise for which the American Nation
enjoys an enviable reputation, it must be con-
ceded that the veterans of this coast are not
behind their Eastern comrades in point of the
interest which they take in the upholding,
pursing, enconraging and propagating that
spirit of muotual good-fellowship, that esprif de
corps which has done 80 much in the days of
trial towards securing victories under the old
banver in face of the most adverse circum-
stances. We have at present on this coass 66
Grand Army Posts, with an aggregate number
of abhout 3,500 comrades. This is a gain of 18
Posts and almost 800 members in ‘84 as com-
pared with the oflicial reports of the preceding

Thera are many active and eflicient

perity of our institution, and this has but a
few davs ago been amply demonstrated on the
occasion of the Euncampment, which has jost
adjourned, after having elected new oflicers.
Comrude Warlield is now our Departient Com-
mander, and he has appointed Col. W. P. Smed-
berg, who (s commander of the 2d Art, N. G,
stutioned at San Franciseo, Assistant Adjutant-
General,

The above-mentioned FEuocampment ended
with a Camp-fire, attended by more than 700
comrades, ull of whom seemed to enjoy hugely
the army biil of fare of pork and beans, ete.,
and there was no end to Lhe spicy toasts, songs,
recitations, speesches, all of which were inter-
spersed by the able performances of the Oak-
land City Band. The Woman's Relief Corps
connected with the G.A.R. also held their an-
nuxl meeting ; and many a comrade in distress
is indebted to these ladies for the kind assist-
ance which he or his family enjoy at their
haunds. It is the ambition of all those who take
a real interest in Grand Army matters—and
vou may be sure that there are not few of
them—that the National Encampment of 1836
should be beld in San Francisco, We all hope
it may be so, and we will give our Eastern
comrades a most hearty welcome in the true off-
hand, fraternal style and spirit for which the
Californiaus are kuown the world over—A. E,,

them at once. I had them sewed togetber | Haywards, Alamedo Co., Cal,

“ENGINE THIEVES”
The Great S[(;yqor “ Canturing 2
Locomotive.”
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Caarter XXL
BICKNESS AND LIBERTY.

In February the attempt was made to per-
suade the Union men of our prison room to enlist
in the rebel army. Over 20 recruits were ob-
tained. They were loyal in heart to the old
Government, but so worn down and dispirited
by suffering that they could resist no longer.
The refusal of the remainder to take the same
step seemed to exasperate the prison officials,
and new hardships were devised for us. Capt.
Alexander, the tyrant who had charge of the
prison, issucd an order for takingout a working
party to perform menial service each day. At
first volunteers were called for, and the desire
to be in the open air was so great that they
were readily obtained, notwithstanding the con-
ditions of the work were far from being pleas-
ant. As soon as no more volunteers offered, a
list was prepared, and a certain number of the
names called daily for service. This was put-
ting the matter in another light. One of the
first called was a frank, brave Tennesseean
named McCoy. He answered boldly, * I'm not
going.”

“What's the matter now?'" demanded the
officer who was calling the list.

*1 didn’t come here to work, and if you can't
board me without, yon may send me home,”
rephed the fearless man.

Well! well! You'll beattended to,” growled
the officer, and proceeded with the roll. Four
others on the list likewise refused. In ashort
time a gnard entered the room aund seized them,
We feared that one of the terrible floggings,
which were only teo common in the case of
prison insubordination, was going to take place.
But another mode of punishment was devised.
The four were taken before Capt. Alexander,
who ordered them to *“the cell.” This wasa
windowless place, beside the open court, only
about! lour feet wide by six or seven in length.
It had no tloor but the damp earth, and was
dark at mid-day. They were inforined that
they should remain here unfil they consented
to work.

We found another alternative for them.
There was a piece of file and a scrap of stove-
pipe in our room, which we secreted, and, buy-
ing a picce of candle from the Commissary,
found an opportunity, when taken to wash in
the prison-court, of slipping the articles into
the cell. Thus provided, our friends began to
dig their way ont under the wall. Allday and
night they worked, but did not get through.
We furnished another candle and they worked
on. Towards morning of the second night
they broke upward through the crustof the
ground outside of the wuall. The foremost
wormed his way out and ghded off. Ile was
never heard of afterwards, and, I presume,
reached the Union army. The next man was
Jjust under the wall, when the barking of adog
that happened to be prowling around drew the
attention of the guard that way, and the hole
was closed. This incident prevented the con-
finement of any others in the cell.

Yet the attempt to secure workers from the
prison was vot given up. I happened to be on
the next list prepared. To work with a goard
carrying a musket to enforce obedience did not
seem to me a part of my business as a United
States soldier. Carefully counting the cost, 1
determined to go any length in resistance,

On our refasal, we were ordered into the jail-
yard, It was a very cold, windy day in Feb-
ruary, with abundant rain. We were nearly
naked, having only the remmnant of the rags
that had already outserved their time. The
bottoms were out of my shoes, and the water
stood in the yard several inches deep. The
yard itself was only a vaeant cornerin the
building inclosed by high brick walls, on the
top of which guards walked. The cold, wet
wind swept down with biting sharpness, and
almost robbed us of sensation. We paced the
narrow bounds, through the mud and water,
outil too weary to walk any more, and then re-
signed ourselves to our misery. If this ex-
posure had come earlier, when we were ac-
customed to the endurance of cold, it might
have been less serions. But for several weeks
we had been in a close, warm room, and the con-
trast was almost unbearable.

Here we remained from early in the morning
until nearly dark in the evening. They told us
we would have tostay there till we agreed to
work or froze to death! The first we had re-
solved never to do. The latter seemed only too
probable. I do not think any of us could have
survived the night. We resolved as soon as it
was fairly dark to scale the wall and seck our
own deliverance, feeling that it could not be
worse to die by the bullet than by exposure.

But we had help from an unexpected source.
Theold Commissary, Chillis, had come out of his
room, which was near by, several times during
the day to observe ns, and each time went away
muttering and grambling. We thought he en-
joyed our sulfering, but were greatly mistaken.
In the evening he went to Capt. Alexander and
remonstrated with him in the strongest terms,
Said he,—

*If you want to kill the men, do it at once !
The rascals deserve it. Hanging is the best

ay. Butdon’t leave them out there to die by
inches, for it will disgrace us all over the
world.”

His remonstrance was heeded, and we were
remanded back to our room, which, with its
warm fire, never seemed more agrecable. We
soon sank into a pleasant stupor, from which
all awoke very ill. One poor fellow died with-
in a few hours, and several more after a short
interval. 1 was the only one of our railroad
party who had been thus exposed. That day
ol freezing does not seem a worse hardship
than wany endured previonsly, but coming
when already entecbled, it was far more in-
jurious. Pneumonia followed, and when I grew
better a distressing eough continued, which has
never left me. Ever sinee I have been a con-
firmed invalid. DBut the attempt to make us
work was relinquished.

One day we were summoned into line, and
the names of our railroad party, with a few
others, called over. One of the prisoners who
had not been called, asked the reason of the
omission. The oflicer replied,—

“We can't tell, for this list came from Yan-
keeland.

This speech set wild conjectures afloat. Why
should a list besent from the North? Was it
for the purpose of exchange? Had the Fed-
eral Government made some arrangement at
last which applied especially to us, and not to
the mass of Union men in the prison? We
could not tell, but it was pleasant to believe that
we were not utterly forgottenas

It was soon discovered that aspecial exchange
of political prisoners—prisoners whose oflenses
were of acivil and not military character —was
in contemplation. Soldiers were being ex-
chapged frequently from the l.ibby on the
other side of the way. but it had scemed as if
we were altogether forsaken. Now the rumor
was current that a large number on each side
who were held for various offenses were to be
niassed into one general exchange, and the in-
cluding of our names ina list sent from the
Joved loyal States was suflicient fuel to rekindle
the almost extinet fire of hope.

Bat the delny was long, and we grew very
weary of waiting. Truce-boat ufter truce-boat
went off, and week after week slid away, leay-
ing us still in our dark and irksome prison.
So completely did this damp our hopes that if
any oue referred toexchange he was laughed
into silence,

One day, however, we received a most wel-
come token of governmental remembrance. An
ofticer bustled into prison and asked for the
nume of every one there who claimed United
States protection. There was a general rush
towards him, for, although we did not know
Lhow our Government could protect us while
in rebel hands, we were resolved not to lose
anything for want of ciaiming it. It then
transpired that the authorities at Washington,
in order to relieve the suflerings of the Rich-
mond prisoners, had offered to furnish asupply
of clothing for them. The offer was accepled,
and some of the clothing reached its destina-
tion,—not nearly all, as I judge from comparing
the accounts given on the opposite side of the
line, My own portion was a pair of boots, which
were sorely needed. We did not obtain a com-
plete supply, but what we did get was very
grateful, as a token that wa were not forgotten,
but that a great nation still cared for us.

I have said but little for some time past of
our religious exercises. It must not be inferred
that we had lost the zeal enkindled during the
dark hoursin Atlanta. Up-stairs we continned
to pray, sing, and repeat Bible lessons morning
and evening, When we first came into the
1oom below, where we were strangers, and

where the whole carrent of opinion seemed ut-
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terly irrcligions, I did feel as if it would be
impossible for us jg the common room to wor-
ship publicly as ﬁg;'én.. At the arrival of the
usual hour T was sprely perplexed, and almost
a Jay or two for better ac-
quaintance with ¢iir néw room-mates. Bat the
‘matter was settl@i providentially for us. Mr.
Pierce, who hadidesompanied us all the way
from Knoxville, and who was very profane in
speech, had never gshown any interest in our
prayers beyond remaining silent when we were
thus employed. ‘Buot'nbw he stepned on a box,
and calling andstamping until he had the at-
tention of everyhody im the room, he said,—
“1 have a matber to propose for our general
interest. We hawe somi preachers with us who
are accustomed $sing and pray and read the
Bible every mornfng atd evening. Now, I am
wicked enough mysalf, but I like to have
something good!igoing! on; g0 [ propose that

| we invite them &0 goabead as they have done

in other prisons. All that favor the motion
sa“. .:1}.0 l? L}

The response was most hearty. In a prison
a proposition for anything which will break the
monotony for even a little time is sure of favor.
No one voted in the negative, and Pierce, turn-
ing to me, said, ** Go ahead.”

There were no preachers in our party, bat,
under such cireamstances, we gladly embraced
the providential opportunity. The majority
of the prisoners gathered around in respectful
silence, and seemed greatly pleased to hear, in
that gloomy place, the voice of prayer and
of sacred song. Even the guards drew near
the open door, and stood in reverent attention.
But a small company of the more reckless of
the prisoners regarded the whole matter in the
light of a burlesque, ©One I especially noticed,
who seemed to betheir leader. He was quite
young, had a confident bearing, and uttered
great oaths on the smallest occasion. He watch-
ed us without making any disturbance while
we read and sang, but when we knelt for prayer,
he knelt too, and became very noisy in his mock
devotions, responding * amen ” with more than
Methodistic fervor and at the most inopportune
places. This we endured patiently for that
evening, but I resolved to win him over, feeling
sure that we would thus do good and secure
ourselves from interruption. On the next day
I managed to get into conversation with him,
told him the story of our adventures, which
always commanded attention, and asked the
reason of hisimprisonment. Hegave the story,
and I afterwards asked after his friends in his
far-off Canadian home. He told me that he
had no near relative except asister, and his
blue eyes filled with tears as he spoke of his
longing to sce iser once more. There were no
interruptions to our eveningservice; and I
learned that my friend had taken occasion to
say that those Ohioans were good fellows, and
that anybody who disturbed them would have
to reckon with him. A number of other re-
ligious persons made themselves known when
the way was thus open, though each one had
supposed himself alone before. We formed
quite a church when all assembled, though
there was a great mixture of creeds, a Roman
Catholic being one of the most devoted of the
number, %

A day now approached that had been longed
for ever since we first tasted the bitter cup of
captivity,—a day which yet shines golden and
glorious in the light of memory,—a day which
I never recall without a mental ejaculation
of thanksgiving to Almighty God. To have
assured its coming I would at any time during
the preceding 11 mounths have unshrinkiogly
sacrificed my right hand!

On the evening of the 17th of March, 1863,
when we were sitting around the stove, dis-
cussing guietly but not indifferently the siege
of Vicksburg, an eflicer stepped within the door
and shouted the strange order, * All who want
to go to the United States come to the oflice.”

No more plans were laid for capturing Vicks-
burg that night!  We thought we were in the
United States all the while, but had no objec-
tion to be still more so, and at once fell into
line, and walked 6ut, between two files of sol-
diers, to the officeu It seemed like adream. For
a moment a delicions hope thrilled throngh my
veins,—a vision of happiness and home, daz-
zling as 8 flash of Summer lightning,—but it
instantly faded bafore the remembrance of the
manner in which we had been deceived in
Atlanta. I did mot doubt that an exchange
had been arranged forsome of the inmates of
our room, but feared that the good fortune
wonld not reach so far as our proseribed band.
The oath of parole, binding each man not to
serve against thd Confederacy until regularly
exchanged, was being signed as fast as the
names could be written and the oath admin-
istered. To end-the suspense, I pressed for-
ward, gave my name, and held my breath,
while fully expecting to hear “The engine
thieves can’t go,”-—but no objection was made.
I wrote my name, and watched each of my
fivo comrades do the same, with growing hope,
as still no objection was made. Then came the
remembrance that our names were the first on
the list, read a few days before, which, as we
had been told, came from * Yankee-land,”—and
I suspected, what 1 afterwards learned to be
the fact,—that our Government, in arranging
this exchange, had specially stipulated that
we should be included. Although a sickening
fear would still intrude itself now and theun,
there was really no reason to doubt that all the
preliminaries of our exchazge were actually
arranged.

When all the prisoners had signed the papers
we were ordered to return to our room, and be
ready to start for the North at four o’clock next
morning, We could have been ready in foar
seconds! but we really needed the quict night
hours to realize the full magnitude of onr de-
liverance. The wild excitement of that even-
ing can never be fully deseribed. The majogity
of paroled men acted as if bereft of reason. The

joyousness of some found wvent in vociferous
shouts,—in dancing and bounding over the
floor,—in embracing each other, and in pledg-
ing kind remembrances. Some seemed stupe-
fied by their good fortune, others sat down
and wept in silence, and still others laughed
for minutes together. But in the room there
were & [ew not permitted to go, and my heart
bled for them. I remembered the hour when
we had been left by ourcomradeson first arriv-
ing in Richmond, and now these friends sat
cheerless and slone, seeming more wretched
than ever amid the general joy.

But there was one expression of joy which
it would have been the basest ingratitude for
us to omit. It was wnear midnight before we
became calm enouzh to offer up our usual even-
ing devotions. But when all were wearied out
by the very excess of joy, when the quietness
which ever follows overwhelming emotion had
settled upon us, we kunelt in prayer,—a prayer
of deep, strong, fervent thankfulness., We
implored that we might not be deceived in our
vivid hopes and dashed back from our antici-
pated paradise. Yet, if such shonld be God’s
mysterions will, and we should see these hopes
fade, as others had faded before them, we asked
for strength to bear the trial. Then, with
solemn trust, we tried to commit the whole
matter to the wisdom and the merey of God,
and lay down to sleep, if we could, and to
await the event.

Few eyes closed during the entire night.
Faney was too busy peopling her fairy land-
scapes,—picturing the groups that awaited us,
beyond that boundary which for nearly a year
scemed to usas impassable as the river of death.
But even as we muse we find that hope is not
the only painter at work, What unbidden
fears spring up 'fo darken the prospect and
stuin the brightness of oar joy! How many of
those dear friends' we were hoping to mect may
now bo no moré! Fora year not a whisper
from them has feached us,—no letter or mes-
sage from any friend, and we tremble as we
think of the ravages of time and of battle.
Tuese and a hurddred ofher thoughts whirled
through our brains during that ever-memorable
night, It scemed but.a few moments after
lying down until ywe heard the voice of an ofli-
cer, who stood by the open door, and gave the
thrilling crder to—prepare for our jorrney!

Hurriedly we thronged to our feet. It was
yet long before daylight, but the guard were in
readiness, and they did not need to wait long
for us. The visions of the night were swept
away, but in theigstead was the blessed reality.
It was true! Fregdom once more! Our terri-
ble captivity ended! Ob joy! joy !—wild and
delirious Joy! |

There was a hnrrying aronnd in the dark-
ness, illamined by the flashing of toreh-lights,
—a discordant ealling of names,—a careful in-
spection of each man to see that none went ex-
cept those who had been chosen ; then, forming
two lines in the court-yard, with bounding
hearts we passed outward throngh the dreaded
portals of Castle Thunder,—the same portals
we had passed inward more than three months
before !—punssed out into the cool but free night
air, and stood in the dark and silent street.

Beside us rose the tall, square, and ugly out-
line of the prison we had left. Not far away
on the left was the shadowy form of the twin
prison,—~the Libby,—~fit emblems, in their
frowning blackuess, of that system of oppres-
sion which had shed rivers of blood in & vain
war, and was soon to pass away forever. But we
could not pause to moralize even upon such &
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theme. As soon as all were out of the gate, and
the column of prisoners duly formed, with
guards on either hand, we marched onward
through the muddy streets for many squares,
There were with us a number of sick, who were
too weak to walk unassisted, and yet unwilling
to be left behind, As no econvevances were pro-
vided for them, we placed ecach of them between
two friends, on whose shoulders they leaned,
and they were thus able to totter the weary dis-
tance. A few had to be carried altogether by
those who were themselves far from strong,
but hope, and the exultation of liberty, made
everything pessible,
the cars, which were waiting at the depot, and
had begun to glance around with happy faces
in the dim morning light, some Richmond pa-
pers were procured. Looking over them we
fonnd the very interesting news that “a large
number of engine thieves, bridge-burners, mnr-
derers, robbers, and traitors will leave this
morning for the United States. The Confeder-
acy may well congratulate itself on this good
riddance.” The item was handed from one to
another, and we recognized the names applied
with quiet joy. Our congrataulations were not
less fervid than theirs, but we could net help
thinking that the riddance might have been
made long before!

With the rising sun we glided out of Rich-
mond, and, passing fortifications and rifle-pits,
soon reached Petersburg. Then, with but short
detention and no notable incidents, we contin-
ued on to City Point, on the James River,—the
place of exchange. It was not far from noon
when we came within sight of the most glori-
ous and fascinating object on the American
continent !—the * Stars and Stripes,” which we
had not secn before for 11 months, floating in
proud beauty over the truce-boat * State of
Mane.” It was a glorious vision. Cheer after
cheer arose from the ears. The gonard ordered
the noise stopped, but the command was un-
heeded, and the officers did not try fo enforce it.

The memories of that hour are indistinet
from their very brightuess. I scem to see again
the great boat with its beautiful flag, the line
of Federal guards with their bright blue uni-
forms, the gray-clad company for whom we
were to be exchanged, and who did not seem
nearly so glad as onrselves, and my own tat-
tered and starved companions, some 300 in
number. I hear once more the seemingly in-
terminable reading of names, the checking of
lists, the wrangling over trifles, and at last the
order—which needed no repetition—to go on
board. There was still a sense of trembling and
apprehension until the boat actually pushed
off and we were on our way down the James.

Then our delight was boundless. We had
awakened from a hideous night-mare dream to
find that all its shapes of horror and grinning
fiends had passed away and left us in the sun-
light once more, Our hearts kept time with
the glad thrashing of our wheels on the water,
and sang within us, knowing that each ponder-
ous stroke was placing a greater distance be-
tween us and our dreaded foes.

The hearty, cheerful welcome we met on
board was no swall element in our pleasure.
We were hungry—no wonder after a year's
fasting—and we were fed, the only difficulty
being to avoid hurtful excess. With a full
supply of provisions and a large tincup of coffee
—I1 am not sure that so good a cup of coffee has
been made since—1 sat down and ate slowly, as
if I could never have enough. Then I wan-
dered all over the boat, from the upper deck
and the cabin down to the hold, in the mere
wantonness of liberty. To go about with no
guard watching me was as strange as it was
delightful. The act of going up to and passing
unchecked through a door was a great pleasure !
I saw little of the country through which we
passed, for the mind was tco busy. No emotion
on carth has the same sweep and intensity as
the throbbing sensatious thatrush through the
bosom of the liberated captive!

I have no recollection whatever of the Lower
James, of Fortress Monros, of the Chesapeake.
In all my memoranda no word occurs of these
things. Whether the hours were spent in sleep
or waking, whether the monotony of happiness
obliterated memory, or nature, weakened by
disease and exhausted by too great a multi-
plicity of sensations, refused fo receive new
impressions, 1 know not; but not until we
were near Washington can I again recall pass-
ing events. Then we thronged to the vessel’s
side, and bent loving eyes upon the snowy front
of our beautiful Capitol. 1t seemed a far more
grand and fitting emblem of oar country’s
power now than when I had first looked upon
it, an inexperienced boy, in the far-away open-
ing of the war, though only two years had
clapsed since that time. In those two years
the whole country had learned many lessons,
and to me they were an age!

Here a brief controversy arose with the com-
mander of the truce-boat. He had orders to
forward all the exchanged soldiers to the parole
camp at Annapolis, and wished to send our
party with them. I demurred, feeling that it
was right for us to report at Washington, at
military headquarters. Gen. Mitchel, who sent
us forth upon our expedition, was dead. Our
leader, Audrews, was no more. How many of
our officers had fallen in the sanguinary battles
of the West we knew not; possibly we had been
reported as dead and our places filled. This,
we afterwards learned, was actually the case.
The right place for us to report, in order that
everything might be put in proper shape, was
at Washington, and to the Secretary of War,
Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, in person, Our case,
as the rebels had been showing to our cost for
the past year, was not that of ordinary prison-
ers of war, and ave thought ourselves entitied
to claim ghe snme distinetion on Federal soil.
I therefore informed the commander that we
had urgent business with Secretary Stanton,
and must be sent to him. He was a little in-
credulous at first, but as soon as I gave my
reasons he gracefully yiclded.

Our reception in Washington was even more
cordial than it had been on the truce-boat. We
were provided with most comfortable quarters,
and literally feasted on the best the city af-
forded. Seccretary Stanton asked us to go be-
fore Judge-Advocate-General Holt and there
give our deposition, that the full particulars of
what he was pleased to consider our extraordi-
nary adventures wight be given to the world
on an unguestionable basis. Ouar first visit to
Judge Holt was wmerely friendly, at which
Maj.-Gen. Hitchcock and Mr. J. C. Wetmore,
Ohio State Agent, were also present. We were
invited to come sgain on the morrow, when we
found a Justice of the Peace and a phonographer
to tuke our testimony. I was questioned first,
and the examination covered all the ontlines
of the story. All were sworn execept Mason,
who was unable from illness to be present. The
result of the examination, together with Judge
Holt's comments upan it; were published in the
Army and Navy Gazeile of that date.

Gen. Hiteheock then accompanied us in our
call upon Secretary Stanton, where we enjoyed
a most delightful interview. At its close he
brought out six medals, which had been pre-
pared according to a recent Act of Congress and
left to his disposal. He said that they were
the first given to private soldiers in this war.
Jacob Parrot, the boy who had endured the
jerrible beating, received, as he well deserved,
the first one.

Secretary Stanton mext presented us $100
each from the secrct service fund as pocket
money, and gave orders for payment to us of all
arrearages and for refundiong the full value of
the money and arms taken from us at our
capture. This was not all. He tendered us,
each one, a commission in the Regular Army,
and on our expressing a preference for the vol-
unteer service, he requested Gov. Tod, of Obio,
to give us equivalent promotion in our own
regiments. These commissions were promptly
given, but through ill health some of our num-
ber, myself included, were not able to be mus-
tered as officers,

Stanton praised the bravery of Mitchel in
the highest terms, and stated that he had been
aware of our expedition, but, until the escape
of our eight comrades in October, had supposed
that we had all perished; that he had then
threatened retaliation in case any more of us
were excented, and had demanded to know the
reason for the execution of the seven who had
been put to death. It was answered that the
Confederate Governmrent had no knowledge of
the death of any member of the party. Since
that time he had been most anxions to effect
our exchange, and by speciul effort had at last
succeeded in arranging it,

We were then escorted to the Executive
Mansion, and had a most pleasing interview
with President Lincoln. We told him many
incidents of prison experience, and received
his sympathizing comments in return.

Afte- taking our leave of the President we
received transportation at Government expense
to our homes. The joy of our reception in our
own Ohio and among our own kindred I will
not attempt to describe,

[The end.]
S e e ———————
The New Steel Cruisers.

Tho two new cruisers, the bunilding of which
Congress authorized last Winter, are to bo
pamwed New Jersey and Baltimore, in honor of
Congressmen MceAdoo, of New Jersey, and Tal-
bott, of Maryland, who put through the appro-
priations for the new boats.

After we were seated in |

Among the effects which Gen. W, E. W. Ross,
Assistant Postmaster of Baltiwore, will carry
with him when his position is filled by an ap-
pointment of PostmaSter-elect Veasey, will be

a mahogany g‘nﬂin coniaining the femar of his |
lelt leg, whieh was shot off at the battle of |

‘ Gen. Ross’s Les,
|
|
|

Petersburg, July 30, 1561. The boue is some-
whaut over a foot in length. It restsin a velvet
{ lined mahogany coflin. It was dug up on the
ficld of Petersburg in 1579 by Mr. N. M. Ritten-
house, who was in the same corps with Gen.
toss, and who was well aequainted with the
Petersburg battlefield.
immediately after its amputation. X bottle
written the name of the owner of the limb,
was deposited with it, Mr. Rittenhouse had
the bonoe cleaned and encased it in the coffin,
on the lid of which is asilver plate bearing
the foilowing inseription: * Lost by Comrade
{ General William E. W. Ross, of Wilson Post,
No. 1, Department of Maryland, June 30, 1864,
in front of Petershurg, Va. Recovered and
presented by Comrade N. M. Rittenhouse, of
Post No. 2, Philadelphia, May 2, 1579."

How She Got Rid of Him,
[Arkansamw Traveler.]

He was a tiresome bean and the girl couldn’t
get rid of him to save her life. The other
evening he called, and during the conversation,
or rather near ils close, she said :

“1I dreamed about you last night.”

“No?" he exclaimed, with a smile as big as
the mouth of a river after a thaw.

“Yes. I dreamed you had proposed to me.”

“ And—and—"" hesitated, blushed, looked ap-
pealingly at her, and put his arm out in a dazed
sort of way, “und what did you think, my—
my_l')

“I thought—TI thonght—" she also hesitated
and blushed, then stopped.

* Well, my—my—what did vou think?” he
stammered in impatient hopefulness.

“I thought it must have been the mince pie
I ate before retiring that gave me the night-
mare."”

A Funeral Incident.
[New Haven News.]

Not many days ago the new Postmaster was
attending a funeral out at Evergreen Cemetery.
The grief of one of the bystanders was noticed
to be excessive. His sorrow took him all
around that grave. He didn’t stop moving,
still weeping most unctuounsly, until he fonnd
himself atthe foot of the mound and just to
the left of Mr. English. Then he got time to
say, between his sobs:

** Mr. English, this is sad—very sad.”

“Yes, it i3,” was the reply.

“ What a loss it is to his family, Mr. English.”

“1t is a very severe blow indeed.”

The ice was broken. The antielimax came
like a shot to the astonished Postmaster.

“Mr. English, couldn't you—counldn't yon
find mea place in the Post-office when Sperry
gets out ?—I'm a Democrat, you know.”

The Soldiers” Monnment at Smethport, Pa.

The committee of the McKean Spldiers and
Sailors’ Monument Association met at Smeth-
port last week for the purpose of selecting a
design for the memorial that is to be erected on
the Court-honse grounds of that place. The
committee consisted of Dr. S. D. Freeman,
Chairman : Hon. P. M. Fuller and B. F. Wright.
The St. Johusbury Granite Company got the
contract for furnishing the granite. The base
will be eight feet square; hight, 28 feet. The
shaft is surmounted by a half Corinthian cap
with polished bands and topped by a full sized
statue of the gallant and lamented Gen. Thos.
L. Kane, the Commander of the famous Buck-
tails. The cost of the monument will be $5,-
000. Dr. Freeman, of Smethport, has set the
generous sum of $600 opposite his name.

A Large Land Sale,

The largest land sale ever made in the State
of North Carolina was perfected last week,
between representatives of the Lava & Welsh
Real Estate Company, in Swain County, and
Clark Whittier, of Lakeside, Cal., in which 60,-
000 acres of land near Charleston, Swain Connty,
were conveyed to Whittier. The purchaser isa
cousin of the poet Whittier, and proposes spend-
ing $200,000 on his purchase during the year.
He is a millionaire.

A Hillside Sliding.

The hillside for a quarter of a mile along the
Fort Wayne Railroad, at Agnew, Pa., 10 miles
from Pittsburg, is sliding at the rate of four
feet an hour. Some 10 or 12 houses and the
road track itself are in danger of being pushed
into the river. The Fort Wayne company has
a large force of men at work, but so far they
have been unable to arrest the landslide and
they fear that it will be in:possible to do so.

Diseases of the kidneys, liver, or urinary
organs are speedily cured by the infallible
Hunt's [Kidney and Liver] Remedy.

Capt. Winship, Providence Police, suffered
five years from kidney disease; was cured by
Hunt's [Kidney and Liver] Remedy.

SCIENTIFIC CHAT.

— Keeping the head perfectly clean, says a writer
in the Salem (Mass,) Gazelle, is & great aid to health.
A distinguished physician, who has spent much of
his time at gquarantine, said that a person whose
head was thoroughly washed every day rarely ever
took contagiecus diseases, but when the hair was
allowed to become dirty and matted it was hardly
possible to escape infection. Many persons find
speedy relief for nervous headache by washing the
head thoroughly in weak soda water., We have
known eases almost wholly cured in 10 minutes by
this simple remedy. A friend finds it the greatest
relief in case of “rose cold,” the cold symptoms
entirely leaving the eyes after one thorough wash-
ing of the hair. The head should be thoroughly
dried afterward, and draughts of air should be
avoided for a little while,

— The Virginia (Nev.) Enferprise says: “It will
be remembered that some months ago, in boring
the artesian well at White Plains, out in the eastern
part of this State, under the auspices of the Central
Pacific Railroad Company, a large log, or several
logs, of wood were bored through at the depth of
1,615 feet below the surface. This has been a sub-
ject for discussion by scientists ever since, and a few
evenings ago, in San Francisco, Dr. Hurkness made
it the special subject of a very interesting lecture.
Quite a large quantity of this wood was brought to
the surface, and it was good, sound wood, in an
almost perfect state of preservation, although its
great depth and the chavaeter of the superineum-
bent strata showed that it was at least 1,000,000
vears old. Microscopic examination showsthat the
ancient tree was simiiar to the present nutpine.”

— Prof. Arpad Bokai of the University of Klnus-
enburg has made the important discovery of an
antidote for strychnine, which is said to have been
fully corroborated by a series of successful tests on
animals,

—Since the list of trees was published in the
census forestry report a new species of spruce, named
after Prof. Brewer, of Yale College, Picea Brewer-
innan has been discovered in the Siskivou Moun-
tains, It grows high up toward the timber line,
attains a lght of 100 feet, has long drooping
branchlets, like some Norway spruces, and is alto-
gether distinet and striking in appearance,

PERSONS AND THINGS.

— The Mormons have made a seltlement and are
doing missionary work in North Carolina, Ata
recent conference in Surrey County 15 ministers
were present. The president of the council, a
voung maan of 19, is said to be a very eloquent
preacher.

— A groceryman at Keokuk, Towa, insubseribing
$1 toa church entertainment, added afler his sig-
uature, “the only place in Keokuk where you cun
get 16 pounds of sugar for $1."

— It 18 asserted by the Temperance Voice that, al-
though the statistics compiled from the United
revenue returns indicatc no increase in the con-
sumption of whisky per capiia during the last
25 vears, vet if we take into account * crooked ™
whisky—that is, whisky which paid no tux—
whisky in bond, and dimunition in the use of
whisky for certnin medieal purposes, n great in-
crease of whisky drinking is gundieated. The com-
mon figuring is that in 185§ 55 000,000 people in the
United States consumed less spirits than 31,000,000
in 1560,

— Lieut. Greely, who confesses to a loss of mental
vigor as well as still much impaired health, intends
to spend the Snmmer among the Berkshire Hilla,
His friends hope he will be promoted to the rank
of Major, with a view to his immmediate retirement.

— The longe-t legitimate word in the English
language is disproportionableness,

Does not get well of Itself ; It requires careful, persistent
attentton aod a remedy that will assist nature to throw off
the causes and tone up the digestive organs till they per-
form their duties willingly., Among the sgonies experi-
enced by the Jdyspeptic, are distress before or after eating,
loss of appetite, irregularities of the bowels, wind or gas
and pain in the stomach, heart-burn, sour stomach, ete.,
causing mental depression, nervous {rritability and sleep-
lessness. If you are discouraged be of good cheer and

try Hood's Sarsapuarilla. It bas cured hundreds ; it will
cure yoil.

Hood’s Sarsaparilla

Sold by all druggists. $1; six for §5. Made only
by C. 1. HOOD & 00., Lowell, Mass.

100 DOSES ONE DOLLAR.
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25 Cards, new Hand and Basket, with name, 19¢.; § packs
and Perfume Sachet 50c. Munson Bros M. Carma1,C
Mention The National Tribaoe,

Chromao Cards, no 2 alike, name on, 10¢., 6 packs and
Card Case 50 et3.  Doolittle Card Co., Mt. Carmel, Ch
Mention The National Trilmne.

HIDDEN NAME, Embossed and Floral Soavenie

HIDDEN NAME, Embossed, Gold Rorder, Motto,

Scrap FPictures and 100 Album Verses, only 10e, or
30 Cards, no 2 alike, 10c, J, B. Husted, Nassag, N. Y,

Mention The National Tribune.
LOANS Fritiaa

— —
I‘F."A E.‘l ATE

in MINNESOTA, worth three times

the loan. 14 venrs® business in this city,
First-class references. Send for circolar,
S.H.BARKERVISNEAPOLISSINN eS0T AL

Mention The National Tribune.
TO LADIES!
gr.PRY’!-i Compound Piiis of Tnnsy and
L

jare & Positive Unre forall dis.
s and troab 3 ten, Forsealed

T0 INVESTORS.

eases and troables pecnliar to b
particnlars send 2o.stamp. Usrvensrry CoEs-
JoAL PREPARATION Wonks, 398. 6ih St Phila Pa

Mention The National Tribune.

e

man or woman making less than $40 a week
shoulld inve-tigate our moeney mak ne scheme.
Our 5 cumbination senl free 1o Lhuse eeaning

ees— s D0SS, AD sZent wriles *Your plan brines
the money gnivkest of any [ evertriel™ We ean put you
on the right track “amnd don e vou forget it Nobo 5. Ad-
dress with stamp for papers, D, Al Merrill & Co., Chicago

Meution The Nativval Tribune.
in vour awn town

~ tﬂ $8 ﬂ Dﬂy gselling the Nicks)

Tidy Holder. Over 70,000 sold. Every
family buys them. Sumple and Agents’ price list by mail,
16¢. in Zc. stainpa. W. HASSELBACH,

Box D31, sandusky, O,
Mention The National Tribune.

L. [SnLa's Park Col, Fomestead, pre-emption,
tree clalms. Farming by trrigntion, satest svs-

FR E E_.'-»m. Nedrouth, no floods. Canal completed.
,w;ﬂ.er ready. Crops absoilutely sure first sea-

son. Home market. Surrounded by free graz-

ing ranges. For full inf wmation, sddress,
COLURADO LOAN £ TRUST Co., Deuver,Col

Mention The National Tribune

WANTED by KENSINGTON ART CO.
Ladiesto work for maat theirhomes,
It is light, pleasant, easily learnt and sent by mail, dis-
tance from Boston no eliection, any industrious |eroa
can earn from 37 to $10 per werk, no capvassing, for full
information address KENSINGTON ART KOOUMS, &
Congress St., Buston, Muss, P 0. Box 5078,

Meution The Natlonal Tribune,

A MONTH

$ 7 aur guods. No capiial reuared. Salary pa-d
monthly. Expensos in advance. Full par-

teuiars FREE. We mean what we say. Standard Silver
Ware Co., Washington Si. Boston,
Mention The National Tribune

B0pagzes, [lustrated. S-nt,

I u NPmtfnid,l‘mTw:hutama.
York

Bxaelales Pubiishing House, 89 8 51 Beekiman 36, Saw
Menuves 1 e dduivunes briviiue v

RENCH SPOLIATION (CLAIMS PROSE-

CUTED under lata Act of Congresa | have lis's of

the parties cnut:edhmul shall be glad to answer all in-

i relating to the same.
I RTR TS GEORGE E. LEMON,

613 Fifteenth St,, Waskington, D. €.

Bro. Jonathan's Jokes

JAMES MEANS' $3 SHOE.

Mention The National Tribune.

Please refer to fasue of March 12 and see Childs Broa &
Co.'s large ady't.
Mention The National Tribune.

VER the Garden Wall, and 99 Songs, Woris &
Music, 10c. K. Hathawnay, 320 Wash, 5S¢, Beston, Mas
Mention The National Tribuna.

“A GENTS!—The S. A. L. Eradicator out-sells cvery=
thing. Empire Manufg Co., 381 Canal 8¢, N. Y.
Mentivu The Natious. Trivune,

to sell our Bubber Printing Stamps Some=
IT PAYﬁlum J. M. Mitten & Co,, Clevelaud, O




